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Dear Sirs, 



Attached please find the applicant's information disclosure relating to US patent 
documents, seven foreign patent documents (copies attached), and fourteen 
non-patent documents (copies attached). 



Each of the above documents is considered to be background art. The following 
comments for the identified documents are organized according to the citation 
number for each document as listed in forms SB/o8a and SB/o8b. 



Cite 
No. 


Comment 


1 


This document teaches a bi-directional communication, between a 
sensor under a "workspace", and a multi-sided "token", (col.5 II38-67 
& coL6 II1-2) The sensor is not capable of producing unique 
recognition signals for each token. Moreover, there is no teaching of 
a control system which directly or indirectly accepts sensor inputs 
and generates commands to an operation system. 


2 


The document teaches the recognition of RFID tags and limited use 
of RFID tags on board games to signify a token location. (Para. 
[0011], [0277], [0278], [0279]). It does not teach a sensor array used 
in conjunction with workspace divisible into command or action 
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related regions. Moreover, there is no teaching of a control system 
which directly or indirectly accepts sensor inputs and generates 
commands to an operation system. 


3 


This document teaches a device which reads RF information from a 
"token" and includes operational units. The RF information is 
processed by a controller, and indirectly causes the operational unit 
to iunction in a corresponding iasmon. ^page /, iiy^ioj inere is no 
teaching of a workspace divisible into command or action related 
regions. There is further no teaching of sensors capable of producing 
signals, nor of signal processors capable of determining token 
locations from said signals. 


4 


i ins> ciucuiiieiit teacneb ui-uirectionai ivrii^ communication anu piay 
information storage, in interactive game play (Para. [0043], [0079]). 
This document does not teach a control system which directly or 
indirectly accepts RF sensor inputs and generates commands to an 

o'nf^'ru'H r\r\ c\/ctpm 


5 


This patent teaches bi-directional RFID communication and play 
information storage in interactive game play. It does not teach a 
control system which directly or indirectly accepts RF sensor inputs 

and P"pn pt , ?i1"p < 5 pnm m nH <? to an nnprfltinn c\/c1~om 


6 


This document teaches a communication between an RFID tag and a 
microprocessor of an induction cook range. There is no teaching of a 
workspace that is divided into discernible regions signifying various 
commands to or actions of the operating system. 


7 


1 ne patent teacnes using uniiorm magnetic neiu.s createa Detween 
coil pairs to locate RFID tags, (col.3 11. 48-67 and col.4 H.1-16). This 
patent does not teach tokens which can be placed onto a workspace, 
so that sensors below the workspace may produce signals that 
eventually lead to commands to or actions by an operating system. 


ft 


1 iie uutuiuciu teacneo a iiietiiuti 01 game piay wnerem Di-airectionai 
RFID communication is used, so that a player's (i.e. "user") game 
progress can be tracked and modified. (Para. [0032], [0050]) 
However it does not teach a physical interface between a user and a 
microprocessor that runs an operating system. 


Q 

y 


1 111& uutumenL teacnes a muitipiayer-piay environment outlined 
with RFID tags, which permit the modification and storage of a 
player's (i.e. "user") play status to be modified throughout the game. 
(Para. 0058). However it does not teach a physical interface between 
a user and a microprocessor that runs an operating system. 


i r» 


1 nis document teacnes tne laentiiication ana location ot tokens by 
a sensing array underneath a surface. (Para. 0016) However, the 
taught surface is not divisible into action or command related 
regions, wherein the action or command is in relation to an 
operating system. 


11 


This patent teaches an interface, comprising an array of sensors 
beneath a workspace that can detect and identify various "tokens". 
v v - /WA ' Z7 aa * x oj AL « A ^^ teciL/iico tiictt tujveiio Lietecteu at a tiiiierent 
"region" may trigger a different audiovisual program and dictates the 
fashion the program is run. (Col. 10, II29-34) This patent does not 
teach that the microprocessor uses the received data to run an 
operating system. The "workspace" taught here is divisible in to 



2 





"regions", but there is no teaching that each "region" is associated 

wrhn Jin c\ ptinn nr n pnTYimanH tpI c»"t~oH \c\ nn nnpratinff cvc+pm 

VV1L11 CLIX cLKsLLKJLl \JL <X lAJllllllClllU IClaLCU LU dll U JJC1 dLlll£^ ojMCllL 


12 


This patent teaches uniquely identifiable tokens whose identity and 
location are transmitted to a computer and the computer responds 
according to the transmitted data. There is no specific teaching of a 
signal processor between the "sensors" and the "controller". 


1 Q 


HP n 1 c T^Q"t"p»TTl" "t~o 0 r*Vi cin Jirrai/ r*o*il c ( C£*ti c/^t*c > 1 nnr1^T"noci"hVi a nloir 
x mo jjcxlclil tcciv^iico clii allay 01 lAJllo ^acllouloj Ullvldllc?dLll ex. LJlciy 

space which identifies and locates play pieces (tokens). There is no 
teaching of signal processors capable of deciphering token identity 
and locations, nor is there teaching of commands to or actions of an 

nnPT'n 1"i n cr CTJctPTti 
UjJddLiiig oyoLciil, 


14 


This document teaches an array of sensors under a game table (i.e. 
workspace) that can identify tokens. The workspace is not divisible 
into regions sending commands to or controlling the actions of an 
operating system. 




x nio u.uL,u.iiiciiL iciditJo lu Lilt? icLritJVdi ui ubci prunico uy ltieniiiying 
unique RFID tokens. This document does not teach a sensor array 
under a discernible workspace, where the workspace is divisible into 
regions and each region is associated with commands to an 
operating system. 


16 


This document teaches the utilization of two-way RFID 
communication in interrogating unique item (i.e. token) 
information. It also teaches a workspace with an underlying touch- 

cpncnr* ri fY\/v/P"\7£»T* "true 1"/"Yi i r* conc/^T* nnoc n#*vfr i q n "hi "Ft 7 anv nrtiniio 
oclloUl j UUWcVcl Llllo LUU.L/11 0CII0UI LLUfcJo 11UL ILltJilLliy diiy LLIllL^Llt; 

token. Although in the teaching the RFID receivers identify unique 
tokens, they are not arranged beneath a discernible space divisible 

111LU itJglUllo LlldL die da&ULldLcU W1LI1 l/UllllIldillLo LU dll UptidLlllg 

system. 


17 


This patent teaches RFID tokens that are placed onto a workspace 

V 111LW UloLCl 111U1C ICglUllo. 1 lKJ WCVCl Gdl^ll 111U1 V lUUal lCglUIl lo 

not associated with commands to or actions of an operating system. 


18 


This patent teaches a bi-directional communication and data 
modification between RFID transponders. There is no teaching of 
workspace areas divided into command or action specific regions. 


19 


This patent teaches a bi-directional communication between a token 
and an RFID identifier (i.e. "sensor"). There is no teaching of sensors 
uiiut;i nedLn a worKing sunace tnat is aiviQeQ into regions, wnere 
each region is associated with a command to or an action of an 
operating system. 


20 


This patent teaches the communication between a token and sensor 
points arranged across a sensor sheet. There is no further teaching of 

d WU1 IvoJJdL/C LlldL lo U.1V1U.CU 1I1LU icglUIlb, Wilt? It; caCIl TCglOU IS 

associated with a command to or an action of an operating system. 


21 


This patent teaches communication between a group of RFID 

tnkpn^ TnPfP i<5 no tp^pihino' rvf AA/orlrQnar*** a cpncnr amx\r nnHpr tV>o 

LUivt-iio . 1 iicic 10 iiu LCai/lllllg Ul a VVUl rVo^JclL/C, d oclloUl allay UllUCl L11C 

workspace, or an operating system. 


22 


This paper teaches RF tags that are retained under an interactive 
surface. The RF tags measure properties of tokens close to this 
surface. There is no teaching of dividing the surface into regions, 
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wherein each region is associated with a command to or an action of 
an operating system. 


23 


This paper teaches an interactive surface above a sensor array. There 
was a brief mention of placing tokens at different points of the 
interactive surtace to retrieve information in various manners, but 
this feature was specifically said to have been abandoned, without 
discussion for implementation. The system described by this paper 
does not involve a surface divided into regions, where each region is 
associated with a command to or an action of an operating system. 


24 


1 nis paper teacnes a tangible user mtertace 1 U1J, on wnicn physical 
tokens are placed. There is no specific teaching of sensors 
underneath the interface surfaces. There is further no clear teaching 
that the TUI is divided into regions and used to run an operating 

system. 


25 


This paper teaches a user-interface system that allows multiple users 
to share services that are supported by a backend central computing 
device. There is no teaching that the user interface is divided into 
icgiuiio diiu. tioeu to run an operating system. 


26 


This paper teaches a gesture input technique for a touch system, 
where a token (e.g. finger) is placed on a working surface (touch 
taDietj. l nere is no teacning 01 a user interlace tnat is Qiviaea. into 
regions and is used to run an operating system. 


27 


This paper teaches a communication between RFID tokens. It does 
not teacn a user interlace ior a microprocessor device tnat runs an 
operating system. 


28 


This paper teaches communication between RFID tokens. It does not 
teacn a user intenace ior a microprocessor aevice tnat runs an 
operating system. 


29 


This paper teaches sensors that are located under electronic textile 
surfaces, in wearable computers. It does not teach a user interface 
ior a microprocessor aevice tnat runs an operating system. 


31 


This paper teaches a framework where communication between 
RFID tokens enables the objects (devices) carrying the tokens to 
Decome one runctionai aevice. it aoes not teacn a user intenace tor a 
microprocessor device that runs an operating system. 


32 


This paper teaches sensors under a variable display. It does not teach 
a user interface for a microprocessor device that runs an operating 
system. 


33 


This paper teaches an array of sensors underneath a work surface (or 
user interface) which is divided into regions, and that some tokens 
issue commands to a computer, (ref: "Design" section) It does not 
teach that the interface region is associated to a command to or an 
action of an operating system. 


34 


This paper teaches a system, wherein tokens are placed onto a work 
surface, the work surface being a variable display and which covers 
an array of sensors. However this paper does not teach that the work 
ajjcict; 10 Lii.viu.tju. liiLu uioccrniDie regions tnat are associateo. to 
commands to or actions of an operating system. 


35 


This website, along its related "Features" link, describes tokens that 
are placed onto a workspace that is divided into different regions. 
There is no teaching of a user-interface with a microprocessor which 
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runs an operating system, neither is there any description of each 
region signifying commands to or actions of the operating system. 



Regards, 

Michael Molins 
Reg. No. 31785 
Customer No. 33372 
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